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A PERSON * QUALITY. 


Concerning the 


FE INES 


Recerved by the 


| CH URCH 


; ITS 


RESTORATION 


W HEREIN, 


By Fi inſtance of One of the Richeſt CATHE- 
D RA LS a very fair gueſs may be made at 
the Receipts and Disburſements of 


All the Reſt. 


> er 


| By a Prebend of the Church of Canterbury. 


LONDON, 
Printed in the Year 1668. 
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” . Ately when you honoured me with a viſit in 
Canterbury, we fell upona diſcourſe of Cathe- 
drals ; ot which your ſhort ſtay did not allow us 
to ſay enough for our mutual ſatisfaction. Did I want 
that Introduction to entertain you upon that ſubject, 
yetI could think of no fitter perſon, either for inge- 
nuity or place to deliver my thoughts unto. They are 
at this preſent renewed by a _ | 


et 
nant Writer, who hath caſt a ground- pre aes > gin 
leſs and undeſerved Odium upon Ca- ſafety aud peace of 


thedral-raen, to work their ruine, and $* a SN 
that ofthe Cathedral Churches with TP» 
them. He miſreprefents their Perſons and their Emo 
luments, depaifiing the Perſons, and heightning the 
Emoluments, both unmeaſurably bona truth and 
reality. He Characteriſeth the men low mn their cond:- 
tion aud im their mtereſts, covetous, and undeſerveadly re- 
warded, He finds fault with the King for not ſeizing 
upon the Arrears of their Fines before_ their aImiſſion. 
Saith that they got vaſt Emoluments, ſuch as never 
were and are never like to be again: That thoſe exceſſive 
riches were thrown-uponthem undeſervealy, and provokes 


2 apainſt 


_ 


(2) | 


againſt them the envy of qthers as deſerving better of 


the King. £2 
If by the lowneſs of ther condition he underſtands their 
ſhortneſs in means, and makes poverty a vice, he ought 


to remember that they were brought to that condition 


by men of his gang, who ſequeſtred them for being 
ouilty of Loyalty to their Soveraign. And that 
whereas thoſe of the Lazty that were in the ſame guilt 
were admitted to compound for their Eſtates, Glergy- 


men were deprived of their Livings, and kickt out of 


their Houſes. If their enemies be grieved at their pre- 
ferment, let them blame themſelves for bringing thent 
to ſuch a low condition as made them eſpecial objects 
of the Royal compaſſion. . | 
If by the lowneſs of their condition he means that of 
their extratt;on: Let that Gentleman (it he be one ) 
know that moſt of them are not inferior in bloud to 
them that would bring them low. By the nobleneſs of 
their ſpirits in the hardeſt tryals they have expreſt 
that of their Birth and Education. But it is part of 
their calling to rejoyce in their Lowneſs, ſince it is a 
conformity with Chriſt their great Maſter. | 
As for lowneſs of Intereſts we know well enough that 
our old Perſecutors, who are now acting under new 
Vizards, would have tis ſo difintereſled in the State by 
our Poverty, that we ſhould look unconcernedly upon 
publick aCtions and alterations, as having nothing to 
loſe. But whether poor or rich, we are high in Intereſt 
for the publick proſperity, upon the account of Gor- 
ſcience ; and have ſhewed ſo much by throwing oft al 
other intereſles for it. 
Our undaunted conſtancy, great and long Sufter- 
ings, and loyal aGtings, cleer us of the other imputa: 
| tion 
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tion of being undeſervedly rewarded: wherein his Ma- 
jeſties wiſdom and Equity is more taxed than we. Nei- 
ther can we be juſtly blamed as Covetous for enjoying 
his Royal bounty, and uſing the rights of our places. 
The moſt gore of the Dignitaries advanced at his Ma- 


jeſtics bleſſed return, were perſons that had loſt their 


Eſtates for his glorious Fathers ſervice : Couragious 
Holy men, who by their vnwearied labours and. the 
authority of their Piety, had kept the moſt part of the 
Engliſh ſubjects in their duty to God and the King, 
apainſt the prevalency of the reigning Rebellion. 
Many of them had fought with their Pens againſt the 
uſurping Powers, to the grFg Genger of their lives; 
which to ſave, they lived cite in. exile abroad, or 
ſhifting from place to place in the three Kingdoms. 
If after their long tugging againſt the Tyranny, they 
were rewarded by their ong deſired Soveraign with 
fome of the Churches goods, thoſe goods were ſet in 
their proper place, and cannot but injuriouſly be ſaid 
to be thrown uponſuch men undeſervedly. ; 
Ut they were vaſt Emoluments and exceſſive riches,. 
faith the LebeHer. So are all Church goods,where- 
foever Envy is the Controller, how little ſoever there: 
be in theReceivers Books.l can give account of no other 
Chapter but the Metropolitical of Canterbury, of which 
I have the honor to be a Member. This being the firſt, 
and one of the beſt endowed of the Kingdom ; if thoſe 
firſt and fo enviouſly cryed up Emoluments of twenty 
years in one were but reaſonable at Canterbury, they 
could not be very Vaſt in other Cathedrals. Our Fines 
are divided equally, but that the Dean hath double the. 
ſhare of a Prebend. Nowl can give you this true ac- 
count, Sr, that. of the total of that great In-come of. 
Our 
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our firſt Fines ( deducting the reparation of the Church 
and oar Preſent to our Royal 'BenefaCtor the ſhare of 
each of the twelve-Carions was about eleven hundred 
pounds. Sach a ſum was no cxceflive reward for long 
Sufferers, and conſtant Actors in the Kings Cauſ: : 
of which the moſt part of our Society confiſteth. Iam 
none of the greateſt loſers of the Clergy : Yet I may 
truly ſay that this Proportion did hardly amount to 
the third part of my loſes, by Sequeſtration and other 
violences of the War. Such moderate ſhowres falling 
upon Lands parched with a long drought, could not 
drench them to an* Exuberancy, to leave pools above 
ground. The conditigf# of my Brethren cannot be 
much different from niffe. Wehaye been long learn- 


ing with St. Pau} how to want, but have had no occaſi- 


on as yet to learn how to abound. But the popular ru- 
mout that we have all the money of the Land, hath 
. taught us another DoRtrine;—eft inter canſas paupertaths 
opmmo divitiarum. Certainly one of the great cauſes of 
poverty is to be eſteemed rich ; and another, to think 
our ſelves obliged to juſtify that opinion. 
| It is hard-to ſay, whether the Libeller ſhews more 
injuſtice or ignorance, - when he wiſheth tha# we had 
entred the preſent Honours and Revenues, and left the 
arrears for publick accounts or good works. Were it 
2ranted that the Revenue of the Charch without Fines 
is ſufficient for us to keep Hoſpitality, and maintain 
the Quire, the Officers, the Schools, and the Alms- 
men of the Foundation, (of which we find it very 
ſhort. ) What had become of ours and all the Cathe- 
dral Churches, if all the Fines had been taken from 
them before the admiſſion of the Canons ? That of 
Canterbury ( though much defaced-by Culmer and the 
Fanatick 
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Fanatick Souldiers, and decayed by a neglect of well 
nigh twenty years) was more entire than moſt Cathe- 
drals in England when we came to it : Yet in the year 
1664, we Sand that the reparations of it ſtood us in 
Twelve thouſand pounds, all that expence zciſing out 
of Fines. But for the Fines, all the Cathedrals of the 
Kingdom by this time had been heaps of Kuincs. 
Without the Fines theſe great Fabricks, the greate(i 
of Europe cannot yet be preſerved from ruin. And it is 
that ruin, and another following upon it of a betrer 
Church than the Material, which ſuch men as the Lz- 
 beller aim at,when they cry out againſt F;nes,and would 
have them converted to other uſes. God keep the 
Church from ſuch Stewards ; and enrich us with 1 
better Patrimony of the Church than this Tempors!, 
- which brings little plenty, and breeds much Envy. 
lt is the prayer, _ 


Sir,. 
Of Your affeftionate 


humble Servant, 


P. D-M. 
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